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2020 Asia Pacific Social Innovation 

Partnership Award (APSIPA) 

 

I. Award Objectives 

With the gradual increase of global risks, how to develop innovative 

practices to ensure a future with sustainability will become mainstream. 

The Asia Pacific Social Innovation Partnership Award is established to 

explore dynamic social innovation models in the Asia Pacific and to 

motivate more change-makers to contribute to social innovation, 

discovering and celebrating social innovation partnerships that connect 

diverse stakeholders and make significant social impacts. Cases of 

partnerships will be required to set achieving the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals (the SDGs) as their core value. 

II. Award Details 

i. Qualifications 

1. Organizations in the Asia Pacific region1 which conduct 

business related to social innovation that falls under the award 

categories, including but not limited to both general and social 

enterprises, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 

intermediary organizations, schools and government agencies. 

2. Only one application can be filed in the name of one 

                                                 
1  Asia Pacific region comprises 48 countries/ economies, including: Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei, 

Bhutan, Cambodia, Canada, The Cook Islands, China, Chile, Hong Kong, Macau, East Timor, Fiji, 

India, Indonesia, Japan, Kiribati, Laos, Malaysia,  The Maldives, The Marshall Islands, Mexico, 

Micronesia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nauru, Nepal, New Zealand, Niue, North Korea, Palau, Papua New 

Guinea, Peru, Pakistan, The Philippines, South Korea, Russia, Samoa, Singapore, The Solomon 

Islands, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, United States and Vietnam. 
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organization on the same case. If more than one application is 

filed, only the earliest application will be considered.  

3. Cases which finished before April 2019 or start after March 

2020 are not qualified. 

ii. Award Categories 

Social innovation is the deployment of innovative technologies or 

business models to change interrelationships among individuals 

and groups in the society, and it helps develop new approaches to 

social problems with the changes. The award sets motivating social 

innovation partnerships as its purpose, integrating 17 SDGs sorted 

into three categories, Biosphere Sustainability, Inclusive Business 

and Social Prosperity. The integration and interrelationships of the 

SDGs are emphasized to establish development models that fit the 

needs of our time without harming the interests of future 

generations. Three winners will be chosen from each category and 

there will be one Special Jury Prize chosen by the judging panel to 

celebrate the worthiest case, specified in the following. 

1. The Biosphere Sustainability Award 

Corresponding to element, Planet, the purpose of this award is 

to encourage cases of social innovation partnerships devoted to 

environmental protection and sustainability, acknowledging that 

a favorable natural environment is fundamental to all human 

activities. The highly related corresponding SDGs are SDG6: 

Clean Water and Sanitation, SDG13: Climate Action, SDG14: 

Life below Water, and SDG15: Life on Land.  
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2. The Inclusive Business Award 

Corresponding to the element, Prosperity, the award values 

socially innovative approaches to economic activities and 

commerce. Innovation, in terms of economics, does not only 

imply increase in income or employment, but also decrease in 

inequality and negative impacts, as well responsible measures to 

forward economic growth and cycle. The highly related 

corresponding SDGs are SDG8: Decent Work and Economic 

Growth, SDG9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure, 

SDG10: Reduced Inequality and SDG12: Responsible 

Consumption and Production. 

3. The Social Prosperity Award 

Corresponding to the element, People, the award focuses on 

social innovation initiatives relevant to fundamental dignity in 

human society. The highly related corresponding SDGs are 

SDG1: No Poverty, SDG2: Zero Hunger, SDG3: Good Health 

and Well-Being, SDG4: Quality Education, SDG5: Gender 

Equality, SDG7: Affordable and Clean Energy ,SDG11: 

Sustainable Cities and Communities and SDG16: Peace, justice 

and strong institutions. 

 

※ Applicants are required to choose one category when 

registering, and are not allowed to alter the decision. 

4. Special Jury Prize 

In addition to the awards mentioned above, the Special Jury 

Prize will be chosen by the judging panel to honor the worthiest 
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case of the year, which is not limited to the registered category 

of it. 

iii. Selection Process 

1. Qualification review: All applications will be reviewed for 

whether the information provided is comprehensive and 

whether the cases connect to SDGs. If an application is 

incomplete, the applicant will be notified to submit additional 

information. The application will not be considered if all 

necessary documents are not submitted before the application 

deadline.  

2. First round of selection: APSIPA task force comprised of 

experts and scholars of social innovation will score applications 

according to the four aspects listed below. Applications which 

are scored top five in each award category can enter the final 

round of selection. If there are two application cases with the 

same score, the one with the higher “Impact” aspect score will 

be given priority. 

3. Final round of selection: Organizations which are shortlisted 

will be invited to participated in the final judge meeting in 

Taiwan. The award judge panel is comprised of experts and 

practitioners in the field of social innovation in the Asia Pacific. 

Organizations which are scored top three in each category will 

be awarded. If there are two application cases with the same 

score, the one with the higher “Impact” aspect score will be 

given priority. The judge panel will consider all aspects of the 

shortlisted applications and select the winner of the Special 
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Jury Award. 

4.  

Aspect Description Weight 

(%) 

Diversity 
The case engages multiple stakeholders to facilitate 

crossover collaboration. 
25 

Innovation 

The case makes use of technologies, science and 

knowledge to breaks out of business as usual 

(BAU). 

25 

Sustainability 

The case is sustainable. For example, it has a stable 

financial mode, comprehensive operation mode and 

good response mechanism to the external 

environment. 

20 

Impact 
The case connects to the SDGs set out by the UN 

and entails a specific and significant social impact. 
30 

iv. Application 

1. Application period: 2020/02/01 - 2020/03/20 (GMT+8 

17:00) 

2. Application website: https://si.taiwan.gov.tw/Home/ap_apply 

3. Please fill in the online application form in English only, and 

follow all the requirements (Appendix 1). At least one 

supporting document should be submitted along with the 

application; otherwise, the application will not be considered. 

Please complete the online application to enter the review 

and selection processes. 

4. Please select one award category to apply for. You may not 

change the category afterwards.  

https://si.taiwan.gov.tw/Home/ap_apply
https://si.taiwan.gov.tw/Home/ap_apply
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5. To incorporate the themes of 2020 Asia Pacific Social, we 

will give extra points to organizations working on cases with 

the following SDGs: good health and wellbeing (Goal 3), 

quality education (Goal 4), gender equality (Goal 5), decent 

work and economic growth (Goal 8) and climate action (Goal 

13). 

6. Please fill in the recommendation form (Appendix 2), if 

applicable.  

7. Organizations which are shortlisted will be subsidized to 

send one representative to Taiwan to participate in the Asia 

Pacific Social Innovation Summit and Asia Pacific Social 

Innovation Partnership Award Ceremony (2020/05/14 – 

2020/05/17), attending the final presentation, award 

ceremony and all the events in the summit. The subsidy will 

cover roundtrip flight tickets (economy class), 

accommodation (1 double room for 4 nights) and arranged 

tour (event fees, meals and transportation included). Personal 

itineraries are not subsidized. Except in cases of force 

majeure, subsidy receivers need to attend all the events from 

5/14 to 05/16; otherwise, the subsidy will be concealed.  

8. If you have any question regarding application, please 

contact us at siconsulting@moea.gov.tw. We will reply in 

two business days.  

 

III. Organizer 

mailto:siconsulting@moea.gov.tw
mailto:siconsulting@moea.gov.tw
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The award is organized by Ministry of Economic Affairs and 

implemented by KPMG Taiwan.  

IV. Notes 

1. Applicants must not submit any false documents or information, 

and they must follow all the requirements. If the provided 

information does not meet the requirements, the organizers has 

the right to reject the application. If the information provided by 

an award-winning organization is proved to be false, the 

organization will be disqualified and deprived of the trophy. 

2. A shortlisted organization should designate a representative to 

attend the final judge meeting, the award ceremony and relative 

activities. If the organization is unable to do so, the subsidy will 

be given to other organizations in the same award category (in 

the order of the final scores they receive). 

3. The award-winning organizations will need to consent to the use 

of relevant sue of the cases in follow-up marketing, promotion 

and media exposure. 

4. The organizer reserves the right to change any content related to 

the award at any time.  
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5. Preliminary timeline:  

Date Action item 

2020/02/01-03/20 

Application and promotion 

International promotion and call for application. Application 

should be done online. We’d send a confirmation email to the 

applicant after we receive the application. 

2020/03/20-03/30 

First round of selection 

APSIPA task force will select 15 finalists out of all the 

organizations that pass the qualification review. 

2020/04/06 

Announcement of the shortlist 

The shortlist will be announced online, and the selected 

organizations will be invited to attend the 2020 Asia Pacific Social 

Innovation Summit, APSIPA judge meeting, award ceremony and 

sharing session. 

2020/05/14-05/17 

(Please refer to 6. 

Itinerary for the 

shortlisted 

organization 

representatives for 

the complete 

schedule.) 

Events on social impact (05/14) 

Representatives of shortlisted organizations can attend events on 

social impact organized by the Asia Pacific Social Innovation 

Summit. 

Final Presentation and Judge meeting (05/15) 

Representatives of shortlisted organizations need to prepare a 5-

minute presentation and 5-minute Q&A. The award committee, 

which is comprised of experts in the field of social innovation, 

will review and select the winners.  
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Sharing session (05/16) 

The shortlisted organizations will share their experiences in the 

exclusive event in the Asia Pacific Social Innovation Summit. 

Award ceremony (05/16) 

The award ceremony will be held as a part of the APSIS dinner 

banquet. Winners will be awarded, and the judges are invited to 

present the awards. 

 

6. Itinerary for the shortlisted organization representatives:  

 

Date Action item 

2020/05/13 (Wed.) Arrival 

2020/05/14 (Thur.) 

Day: Events on social impact 

Social innovation workshop 

Evening: Welcome Party 

Dinner with other representatives and organizer. 

2020/05/15 (Fri.) 

Morning: Final Presentation  

The shortlisted organizations will give a 5-minute presentation 

and 5-minute Q&A. The award committee, which is comprised 

of experts in the field of social innovation, will review and select 

the winners in the judge meeting.  

Afternoon: Field trip 

Visiting local social innovation organizations.  
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Evening: Impact Dinner 

APSIS Dinner 

2020/05/16 (Sat.) 

 

Asia Pacific Social Innovation Summit 

Afternoon: Sharing session 

The shortlisted organizations will share their experiences in the 

summit. 

APSIS Dinner Banquet + Award ceremony  

The award ceremony will be held as a part of the APSIS dinner 

banquet. Winners will be awarded, and the judges are invited to 

present the awards. 

2020/05/17 (Sun.) 

 

Asia Pacific Social Innovation Summit 

Summit / Departure 
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